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/ } the United States lMarine
" OF “ Corps........-...-.-19643
| STATTON / :
5\ "'by
\. Roy Tackett
M ¥
Mo, -

POST TRANSFER ORDLR)
s
NUIBEResveoee .%*64)

1, The following transfers are ordered effective
on 3 May 1964s

TQ: MAKINE BARRACKS \'s Q
TSgt. RUEBELL, Anthony Q. USHMC
PPC, GORDON, John X, USHC

2o On 3 Yay 1964, Technical Sergeant RUEBELIL
will take charge of PFC., GORDON and proceadesss

The moon, Of all the God~forsaken places to send a man, The
moon, I read the transfer order over again and expressed my opine
ion of it in several choice lMarine Corps terms. I didn't like it,
A hundred thousand men in the Corps and me they pick to spend two
years in the mcon, This is almost enough to drive any man over the
hill,

However, like the order said, on the third of May ¥ took charge
of P7C, Gordon and proceeded via the first available Government
transportation, an ancient R5D 1n this case, to "Thite Sands, where
we reported for further transportation to the moon.

Gordon was happy ahnut the whole thing. To hear him tell it
the most wonderful thing that could happen to a man was to get
stationed in the moon,

"Aren't you excited, Sergeant?" he asked, "I am, I've always
wanted to go to the moon, I even extended my enlistment for this
assignment,"

I figured I should explain how it was to the boy. After all
this was his firast cruise and he hadn't besen around mach,

"Took, XKid," I said, "I've been there before, The only time
the moon is romantic is in a love song, The duty there 1s no
different than the duty anywhere else, except there is no liberty.
Guard duty, day-on day-off, It gets tiresome, Let's go into town

(cont'd next page)
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CHANGE OF STATYION (cont'd) ~by Roy Tackett
and have a bheer,"

Gordon declined the invitation and wandered off to write to
his folks and tell them all about how he was going to the moon, I
grabbed the bus into town and settled down to enjoy the evening at
Joe's Tavern,

Since the rocket made the moon trip only once a week we had a
few days to wait, T'm used to waiting and spent most of the time in
tom., I knew that once I got aboard the rocket there would be ne
libverty for a long time, If I kept my record clean I might be able
to wrangle a 30 day leave after a year but thare was room for argu~
ment ahout that, If T did get a leave I'd be well~mheeled feor it,
There is no place to spend money at U,S,N.B.,Moon,

The kid stayed around the hase and talked to the rocket erew,
He must have asked a thousand questions about the trip, what it was
1ike on the moon and such as that, I guess the rocket crew gave
him quite a snow job, laying it on thieck,

On the 10th of lMay we got our final instructions and boarded
the rocket., I checked over our hammocks and showed Gordon how to
strap hinmself in for take-~off and landing, The trip takes about
24 hours, which isn't bad time, and the first and last hours the
rassengers and most of the crew spend in hammocks, The personnsl
on wateh have specially cushioned chairs to absprb the shock of
acceleeration and deceleeaagion but the hammocks do a better job,

After the takesoff Y took Gordon up to the obervation deck
where he got his first view of the "glories of outer space" as he
put it, Tt's nice if you care for that sort of thing. The stars
don't look much different in space than they do from earth--a little
brighter and lonlier is all, TI'd rather watch a baseball game,

The kid was all keved up about being in space. I guess I was
too, the first time I made the trip, The idea of spaceships and all
was pretty exciting then, “Then it comes down to it, though, a
transport is a transport and from the passenger's point of view
there isn't any difference between a space rocket and and ocean-
going ship, The same old routine, There isn't ruch of anything to
do except wait until vou get to where you're going, I made my way
to the galley where I burmmed & cup of coffee and lost two bucks in
a poker game, That helped to pass the time,

At turnover the kxid anmd a couple new members of the crew were
initiated into the Order of Spacehounds, which is a carryover from
the 0ld custom of initiation upon first crossing the equator dn
earth, The 014 llan presented the boys with their membership certifi-
oates ahd Gordon handles his like it was printed on a thousand
ddllar bill, Y can see him showing that piecé of paper to the folks
back home and telling them about the thrills of being in space.

After the 0ld lan's speech the crowd broke up and Gordon went back
to the dpservation deck., I went back to the poker game and was
(cont'd next page)
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CHANGE OF STATION (cont'd) ~by Roy Tackett
still two hucks down at Taps,

The next "morning" the kid told ms he had spent the "night"
watching the stars and the earth, I mentioned the fact that he'd
get nighty homesick for that earth after a few months in the moon
but he just laughed and said that he doubted that.

Shortly after chow the word was passed to prepare for deceler-
ation, 78 went through the routine of strapping purselves into the
harmocks and trying to make the best of the next hour, You would
think the big wheels would find a way to make deceleration a little
smoother. Take~off isn't so bad but slowing down is rough, The
landing itself was OK though,

Gordon was in a hurry to disemhark and actually set his feet
on the moon, He asked me where we drew our spacesuits,
"Space sults?" That one went by me,

"Yes, mo we can get out of the rocket and on the moon, Ve have
to have space suits, don't we?"

"Ohy," T said, "Mayhe I hetter explain to vou, Kid, In the first
place the hase isn't on the moon, it is in the moon, The landing
field is the only part that is actually on the surface and we don't
need space suits even for that, You see, the field 1is in a crater
and it is covered with an airtight dome, ‘Thenever a rocket takes off
or arrives the dome is opened to let the ship through, Afterwards
it is closed and air pummed in again, That's why we're waiting now,
It 1s easier to operate the dome than it is to load or unload a
rocket in spade suits,"

The intercom finally announced that the hatches were open and
we could go ashose., The kid seemed disappointed because we didn't
need space suits, A noncom in a Jeep picked us up and drove us
through the double hatch and inte the main part of the base, He
dropped us off at the larine Barracks end I dug out our orders amd
presented them to the 0, D,

"Sergeant Ruehell and PRC, Gordon reporting for duty, Sirj"

-finis-~

fromthehallsofmontezumatothecratersofthemoonwewillfight ourcountry'sba
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Stan's Qutlook--Earlv Butchering igsue
Redd Boggs is no more, I, in

a fit of rage, eliminated him with a flick of a few typewriter keys,
Now only Dean Is here., T hope that the once-extant Redd Boggs rea~
lizes this sin of not listing me as co-editor of Moonshine Number 12
is the reason for his disintrigation.

MUCT TO DO ABOUT FAPA

N1661,,.The Colorado site for a vacation carp
capable of use as a survival camp is welcome information--or rather
the information that there is such a suitable locale there is welcome
to me., Baja California has manv advantages, if it could be reached
quickly and safely; maybe some Texans or such nearby folk might make
it As long as history is not actually predictable, there will prob-
ably be little impetus for a move to the outlands. Perhaps the fact
that there aee four members in FAPA, who are also members of the
Outlanders, has kept up my interest in the thought of such a place,
Rick hasg asked me to move with him to an indian village he has heard
of, to set up relations I suppose so when the exodus starts there will
be a place ready to go, Len still dreams of the Natural Bridge; he
visited it earlier in his life (naturally), and still insists that
the tourist accommodations, and the fasm and community life already
present there in what could he self-sufficient form, could be expanded
into a fairly large community-settlement, Hevelin's reviews good.

FRAPPE,,,Pleasant reading, and sometimes gleeful,
Burpse.eimpolite: ok,

Jabberwocky.s.purty good, except the too-cute Guess Tho.

PRTMALeoe
is apt to he the storm-center of the Fall 1948 mailing, with those
remarks by Paul Cox on racial inequality, Arousing any unsound in-
clination of a group to kick out a minority group because of some
supposed difference is not worthy of a person who wishes to decide
the worth of a person on individual merit, Judging by groups is not
something criginal and news; it's the way that was in vogue before
rights of any kind were recognised., ""hen a group is considered in-
ferior by another group, there is a tendency to limit the rights and
80 return the world to a period when slavery was practiced, It seems
apparent that the person who'll judge another as less worthy than he
will go on to the assumption that the inferior should have limited
rights, and in effect became partially slave, This separates the
groups instead of giving them one purpose, the betterment of all,

MOONSFINE and MASQUE worthy of comments, but no space, Good in
many placesg Burb--I mean your future history is excellent,

MORPHEUS
ve« SAVED for last so T could sayv very worthy for a first issue, Con
and Riohard are verv artistic Iin describing the book-store, toos
Ed Cox kept up the pace well, Rick is well on his way to the top
of the heap in this FAPA bone-yard--and in fandom, too, But I'm wait-
ing for vour techhicolor FAPAzine, Rick---where is 1t?

Four top=
ranking mags in the mailing in no order of merit are SKY HOOK, EGO
BUAST, and the older FANDANGO and PLLNUM, I should comment herej
fnstead, turn to Pages 13 t0 45..,this issue, Tt wduld not be pos-
8ibls to do it in lessS.qs Stan VToolston
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Numerical expresaion of my opinion of the Fall 1948 Mailings 3,7
Thioch means t'was closer to good than to fair on my one to five
point scale, There were 20 items to rate and none rated less than 3,
Mags rating 4 or 5 were: Fantasy Amateur, Ngo Beaht, Burblings come
bined with Fandango, Masque, Plenum, Morpheus, Skvhook, Fandango,
Primal and Horizeng., (Those underlined rated 5 on the gizmometer,)
Listed in no special order, of course. And so, with the fbnd hope
that ye mallings will continue to improve, we leave this field of
higher mathamatics and go into our usual commentary...

Harry's sugeestions for polls at conventions and two conventions s
year, one Iast and one Jest, sound good to me. ‘Thy not combine this
Tdea with the Testercon Idea andeeese

dorpheus is a misleading title for such a wide~awake mag, I found
1t mucho entertaining, I see my freind...I mean...friend, Richard
Sneary(the Sage of South Gate) rentions my name along with Ed Cox
and Redd Boggs. Then he asks(sans question-mark): “"aAre these queers
in disguise," Now Brother Sneary, Fellow Outlander] Fellow Fap amd
Fellow Fan, Amigo! There is more than one way of taking that} If
Ricardo is listed among the missing, blame Boggs, Cox and Moffatt
(The Terrible Three)...

The negro is inferior or he appears inferior," says lir., Paul D, Cox,
"I don't believe any of vou can deny that," Deny what? Deny that

he is inferior or that he appearg inferior or deny both? At the very
beginning of your argument vou are confusing and econtradictory,

But I'11l be reasonahle enodgh to split up vourhstaterment(?) into two
atatements, "The negro is inferior." May I ask which Negro?

"He appears inferior," To whom? To you. °‘Thy? Oh, you look at
hims he has a stupid look ahout him and doesn't look at all like an
intelligent white man, Does the cover always indicate the contents
of the book? According to some of the people you quote, it does,

T must admit I am familiar with only a couple of the "experts" you
quoted so I'd like to know just wyhen these "facts" were discovered,

Ever wonder how stupid you might appear to a Negro?

You say the American negro is superior to Whs darker brother because
of his relatiwely large proportion of white blood, Itve seen

some really hlack-skinned American Negros so I'd like to kniw just
who his darker brother is, if I emy, You8d like to know how many
intelligent Negroes have white blood, I'd like to know how many
intelligent "white people" have Negro blood, Vou mention facts
about the hig, super hrains of the Luropean and say it specifically
excludes the negro, riend, this the Twentieth Century. The races
of man are sd intermixed that t'would take a lot of investigating
to prove (or disprovae) that Juropeans, Amerfoana and other peoples
who have had traffic with slaveryv amddlived near Negdes do not have
Negro blood in their veins, !Maybe that would worry you, tho there
{s no logical reason why it should,

T'1l admit that I have an inherent tendenocy to stiek by my kind,
(cont'd next page)
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Len's Den (cont'd.)

But vwhat is my kind? (and your kind?) The human race, chum, Sometimes
I doubt if it will ever learn to live with itself but ¥ will not

prove traitor to it by going over to the Ants or the Dogs(or any

other animal or insect that might take over the planet if we killed
ourselves off) Vet I find it hard to be prejudiced against Ants(as
long as they leave me alone) or Rogs, I don't go out of my way to
trample an ant hill or kick a dog, In fact, I like dogs and get
along with most of them very well, But if it came to a showdown,

I8 stick by my fellow man be he black, white, yellow, pink or greens

I think you lay too much stress on heridity and skip over the envire
onmental factors too quickly, Enviromment plays the really import-
ant part in mblding the individual, you know...or should know,
Gomplete segregation and law-enfppced birth control are certainly not
f{deal environmental factors, The first law of nature is self-presers
vation, The 2nd law, you might say, is propagation of the species,
Try to stop a man from living, try to stop him from being a father
(even if beforehand he has never given much thot to fatherhood and
perhans even hoped he'd never have to support a famiky) and youtll
have a fight on your hands, laws or no laws, Personally, I think
birth control is a good thing, if wisely used, But let's not try

to force it on one section of the population. Let's try to educate
all peoples and let them decide for themselves whht is best fot thep
and at the sage time--what is hest for all,

Br the way, those bdack-skinned American Negroes I mentioned were no
more stupid than the next man on the street, white or purple or albing,
Because of our pride(whecih is a good thing of we dont overdo it) we

are bound to judge other people either inferior or superior or on

a level with us but let's judfge'em one at a time, if we rust set
ourselves up as little tin gods. And, taking each man or woman one

at a time, let's Jjudge'em by what they say and do andnot how they
appeaf. And if--according to our lights--they say wrong ad do

wrong, let's try to figure out the real reason phy. ZLet's find out
where the person was raised and how and why he or she was thus treated,
The really important thing 1g environment, sir.

But maybe that is too ruch trouble, It is so much easier to look up
impressive quotes in books, isn't 1t? "Thy bother investigating for
yourself? “Thy bother? That's ome question you have to ask your self
~and answer your self, Afraid to try?
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Many, many thanx to 411 those thotfull people who sent me Holiday
Greeting Cards. I hope you~all had an enjoyable holiday season &nd
that this New Vear will bring peace and happiness to all of us, This
can best be done hy all of us doing all we c¢an to bring peace and
happiness dubing the year and in all the yvears to come,

AL R R R R R R R e R R A R N R R R R B N L R R A R R A R N N R AR R AN AR

Tt's the CTNCON in 49! It's Sotith Gate in 58! It's fapa, ff and
nfff all the time! Doing vour share, mate? "
Pistachio, get your “A7%Em& ('4_:7% thumb out of my beor.... =ljm



